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Introduction 
For Camp@Home we’re aiming to provide a mix of online and offline activities. This is to provide a 
healthy balance of time between using technology and doing other things.  

It isn’t a competition – you can do as many or as few activities while you’re on Camp@Home as you 
want – it’s up to you. 

As well as use of the on-line Camp@Home Facebook Group, the on-line activities will be: 

 

Opening Ceremony (12 noon - 12.30pm, Saturday 16th May) 

 

Wide Game (7.00pm - 7.45pm, Saturday 16th May) 

 

Camp Fire (8.30pm - 9.15pm, Saturday 16th May) 

 

Breakfast Club (8.30am - 9.00am, Sunday 17th May) 

 

Closing Ceremony (11.30am - 12 noon, Sunday 17th May) 

 

During the Saturday afternoon, Saturday evening and Sunday morning there will be activities to 
complete off-line. Some of these will be associated directly with the camp element of Camp@Home, 
such as pitching your tent or building your den, cooking supper, lighting a small campfire and cooking 
breakfast1 

Some of these ideas are contained in or linked from this document, and others will be ‘pop-up’ 
activities we’ll share live (in the Camp@Home Facebook Group and on the Camp@Home web page). 

Please note that we may add activities or links to this document between now and 10th May, so please 
check back after 10th May to see if we have updated the document. 

 
1 All activities on Camp@Home must be approved and/or appropriately supervised by parents/carers, who are 
responsible for the safety of the children in their care. If your child is not confident in an activity, please supervise 
and support them as needed. Do not undertake activities with which you are not comfortable. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/DurhamScoutsHomeCamp/
https://join-emea.broadcast.skype.com/durhamscouts.org.uk/52eb438eb63441efb7b6f0e842f4fc83
https://join-emea.broadcast.skype.com/durhamscouts.org.uk/38913a14c3a94d51861651ce6ef0ed32
https://join-emea.broadcast.skype.com/durhamscouts.org.uk/7dce1b95171e454582044f53b848e984
https://join-emea.broadcast.skype.com/durhamscouts.org.uk/cd377c648ab54085a64ec420c42aaf3b
https://join-emea.broadcast.skype.com/durhamscouts.org.uk/ac62df0fec2c402c8e17ac707d5d2c70
https://www.facebook.com/groups/DurhamScoutsHomeCamp/
https://www.durhamscouts.org.uk/events/camphome/


Please note that Camp@Home is open to all. You don’t need to be a member of Durham Scouts to take 
part. Scouts from outside Durham are welcome to join in, as are families with no connection to 
Scouting. 

Camp Activities 
The camping activities you can expect to do as part of Camp@Home are as follows: 

• Build and prepare your camp site after the opening ceremony (Saturday afternoon). This may 
involve 

o Pitching a tent or slinging a hammock in your garden or back yard (or the garage, or 
even indoors) 

o Setting up a bivouac on your balcony, in your porch or in your garden 

o Building a den, blanket fort etc indoors 

Think ahead of time where you will camp (you may already have done other camps at home in 
the last few weeks). When planning your camp site, please check the weather forecast ahead 
of time and make sure that the location is suitable and safe. 

• Lighting a fire. If you have a suitable outdoor space (a garden or back yard) and you can do so 
safely, you may wish to build a small fire to join in with the online campfire. Please consider the 
risk to yourselves, your property and any neighbours property. You could also find a video of a 
campfire to display on a monitor indoors, to help create the right atmosphere. 

• Camp@Home – the clue is in the name. To properly take part in Camp@Home, you need to 
sleep where you’ve set up your camp site and not your own bed. 

• Cooking supper / breakfast.  

o If you’d like to, you could use your outdoor fire to prepare some supper during or after 
the camp fire. We’ll be inviting you to toast marshmallows (using a cand;e indoors) or 
make ‘smores’ and you might want to make some hot chocolate. 

o For ‘breakfast club’ we’re going to ask everyone to join us for breakfast between 
8.30am and 9.00 on the Sunday morning. You may want to cook outdoors (weather 
permitting) or cook indoors – either is fine 

• Strike Camp. After the closing ceremony we expect you to tidy up and put everything away 
properly. When Scouts leave an overnight camp, no-one should know that they’ve been there! 

With all these activities, you may want to tell your neighbours why you are camping in your garden or 
lighting fires - we’re sure they’ll understand. 

 

Pop-Up Activities 
Pop-up activities will be posted in the Camp@Home Facebook Group and on the Camp@Home web 
page over the course of the weekend and will provide a surprise, fun element to the camp. 

These will be simple activities or fun challenges which can be done with little or no equipment, or 
using everyday things you can find around the house. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/DurhamScoutsHomeCamp/
https://www.durhamscouts.org.uk/events/camphome/
https://www.durhamscouts.org.uk/events/camphome/


We hope that you’ll share photos, videos and stories of your taking part in pop-up activities (and 
everything else) in the in the Camp@Home Facebook Group 

Other Activities 
Depending on how much time you have available, you may want to take part in any of the following 
activities (or all of them?). 

Over the weekend of 9th/10th May we will be publishing an equipment list of items you will need to 
take part in Camp@Home, both the camping elements or the activity elements. This is to provide 
families with some time to obtain items if needed. 

Our thanks to all those volunteers and organisations – many from around the world – who have shared 
some of these ideas. 

 

1. Emergency Aid Badge - Stages 1 and 2 
Our friends at Green Box First Aid Training have produced some videos specifically designed to teach 
beavers, cubs and scouts both the Stage 1 and Stage 2 Emergency Aid Badges. These are designed to 
be completed at home with the support of parents/carers. 

There are worksheets to check your knowledge and help making practice calls to the emergency 
services and certificates for completion, which will earn you the relevant badges 

The resources you need are here: 

 

• Emergency Aid Stage 1 Training Video 
• Emergency Aid Stage 1 Activity Badge Worksheet 
• Making Emergency Calls Practice Sheet 
• Emergency Aid Stage 1 Certificate 
•  
• Emergency Aid Stage 2 Training Video 
• Emergency Aid Stage 2 Activity Badge Worksheet 
• Making Emergency Calls Practice Sheet 
• Emergency Aid Stage 2 Certificate 

 
 

2. Build an Obstacle Course 
There are no badges for this one, but building your very own (age appropriate) obstacle course at 
home is always fun.  

If there’s more than one of you at home you can see who gets the fastest time, or if you’re by yourself 
you can always see how much you can improve your time over three or five runs. 

How much fun can you make your obstacle course – and can you persuade the adults at home to have  
a go? 

Some young people from Scouts Canada have produced a fun video to give you some ideas and you 
can find the Obstacle Course Trail Card they refer to here. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/DurhamScoutsHomeCamp/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2V-O_EEQ25s
https://6655acc1-87f4-4f7b-b9b7-b21589e3065f.filesusr.com/ugd/76c16d_34926b48049a4ea7839e9ee4cd1e5840.pdf
https://6655acc1-87f4-4f7b-b9b7-b21589e3065f.filesusr.com/ugd/76c16d_df7ffca27c86475d86ec177ddbf1d279.pdf
https://6655acc1-87f4-4f7b-b9b7-b21589e3065f.filesusr.com/ugd/76c16d_881e105773874e1ca111299e522a3397.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b9rOMs99z6Q
https://6655acc1-87f4-4f7b-b9b7-b21589e3065f.filesusr.com/ugd/76c16d_a2e106e290014bd8a81186d0ed885288.pdf
https://6655acc1-87f4-4f7b-b9b7-b21589e3065f.filesusr.com/ugd/76c16d_df7ffca27c86475d86ec177ddbf1d279.pdf
https://6655acc1-87f4-4f7b-b9b7-b21589e3065f.filesusr.com/ugd/76c16d_c42f955cee10429086a632195a50bd04.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CrvKuTkRJco
https://scoutsca.s3.amazonaws.com/2019/01/tc-cs-obstacle-course.pdf


3. Make a Model Campsite 
Why not try making a model of a Scout campsite? 

Cubs, Scouts and Explorer Scouts might want to read this Scout Association fact sheet on Campsite 
Layout and Selection before building their model. 

The picture below (from Scouts South Africa) will give you an idea of what a typical Scout camp site 
might look like: 

 

For our younger members who might need some ideas we’ve also found a good video from Tyakunda 
District Scouts in Australia that will give you some ideas! 

Note that this could meet requirement 3 for the Scout section Camper Activity Badge: 

 

3. Find out what to look for when choosing a campsite and in deciding 
the best position to pitch tents. 

 

4. Try Some Pioneering 
There are pioneering badges for cubs, scouts and explorers, but beaver scouts can also try some of the 
simpler ideas, especially using elastic bands or loom bands instead of knots and lashings.  

When we think of pioneering we often think of massive large structures on scout campsites, but you 
can also practice your skills by making models – or you could make some ‘gadgets’ for use around your 
Camp@Home. 

https://members.scouts.org.uk/factsheets/FS315071.pdf
https://members.scouts.org.uk/factsheets/FS315071.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PtsLeLLQzck
https://www.scouts.org.uk/scouts/activity-badges/camper/


If you need help with knots and lashings, just type ‘Scout Pioneering’ in to Google, or search for ‘Scout 
Pioneering’ on YouTube 

Mini-Pioneering 
While at home, you can make mini-pioneering projects – small scale models of larger projects which 
you might like to build when we’re back Scouting as usual. 

Here are some ideas (if you click on the model name, you’ll be taken to the Scout Store site where 
you’ll find better pictures of all of these models, so you can see how they’re made) 

 

Suspension 
Bridge 

 

Mangonel 

 

Pyramid Tower 

 

Beacon Tower 

 

Camp Table 

 

Stilt Tower 

 

Road Bridge 

 

Roman Catapult 

 

https://shop.scouts.org.uk/shop/mini-pioneering-kit-suspension-bridge#selection.color=NULL&selection.size=One%20Size
https://shop.scouts.org.uk/shop/mini-pioneering-kit-suspension-bridge#selection.color=NULL&selection.size=One%20Size
https://shop.scouts.org.uk/gifting/mini-pioneering-kit-mangonel#selection.color=NULL&selection.size=One%20Size
https://shop.scouts.org.uk/gifting/mini-pioneering-kit-pyramid-tower#selection.size=One%20Size&selection.color=NULL
https://shop.scouts.org.uk/gifting/games-activities/mini-pioneering-kit-beacon-tower#selection.color=NULL&selection.size=One%20Size
https://shop.scouts.org.uk/gifting/mini-pioneering-kit-camp-table#selection.color=NULL&selection.size=One%20Size
https://shop.scouts.org.uk/gifting/mini-pioneering-kit-stilt-tower#selection.size=One%20Size&selection.color=NULL
https://shop.scouts.org.uk/gifting/mini-pioneering-kit-road-bridge#selection.size=One%20Size&selection.color=NULL
https://shop.scouts.org.uk/gifting/mini-pioneering-kit-roman-catapult#selection.color=NULL&selection.size=One%20Size


You can purchases kits to make these models from Scout Store. 

However, you don’t need to spend money as you can use pencils, pieces of dowel (thin round wood) or 
even straight twigs and branches. You can secure your projects with string, elastic bands, wire wraps 
or whatever you have that works. 

Camp Gadgets 
You can also make ‘camp gadgets’ for your Camp@Home – small pioneering projects which are useful 
around camp. Some examples are shown below (click in the image to open a larger version online) 

The pictutres below will give you some great ideas and there are also some good ideas for gamp 
gadgets on Scouting Resources UK, which you can access using the links below. These are divided 
into: 

• General 
• Campfire 
• Kitchen 

  

https://shop.scouts.org.uk/search/pioneering
https://www.scoutingresources.org.uk/pioneering/pioneering_gadgets_general.html
https://www.scoutingresources.org.uk/pioneering/pioneering_gadgets_campfire.html
https://www.scoutingresources.org.uk/pioneering/pioneering_gadgets_kitchen.html


 

Or what about a gateway or small sculpture for 
your Camp@Home campsite, using ideas from 
Scouts South Africa ? 

 
 
Click on the image or click here to open online 

 

For our Cubs, Scouts and Explorer Scouts, depending on what you do you can complete lots of 
requirements towards your Pioneer Badge. You can easily take photos or make videos of your projects 
to show that you can meet the different requirements of the relevant badge 

 

Cubs Pioneer Activity Badge 
How to earn your badge: 
1. Make your own rope, perhaps using a rope machine or working with 

a friend. 
2. Tie a simple lashing. 
3. Show how you would: 

o tie three different knots, such as a reef, figure of eight, sheet 
bend or bowline 

o make one hitch, such as a clove hitch, round turn and two half-
hitches or a cow hitch 

4. Take part in a knot game. 
5. Build an indoor pioneering project using simple knots and lashings. 

 

Scouts Pioneer Activity Badge 
How to earn your badge: 
1. As a member of a group, take part in: 

a. an indoor pioneering project, like constructing a guided missile 
launcher or chariot 

b. an outdoor pioneering project, like building a monkey bridge, a 
raft or parallel runway 

2. Show the correct way to do these: 

https://scoutwiki.scouts.org.za/index.php?title=Camping&mobileaction=toggle_view_desktop#/media/File:Scouts_Camping_Gateways.png
https://www.scouts.org.uk/cubs/activity-badges/pioneer/
https://www.scouts.org.uk/scouts/activity-badges/pioneer/
https://scoutwiki.scouts.org.za/index.php?title=Camping&mobileaction=toggle_view_desktop#/media/File:Scouts_Camping_Gateways.png


 a. a whipping or safe rope sealing 
b. a splice 
c. coiling and storing a rope 
d. using levers to extract objects or move heavy weights 
e. being safe in pioneering projects. Explain why it’s important. 

3. Name and tie at least six knots and three lashings that are useful in 
pioneering. 

 

Explorers Pioneer Activity Badge 
How to earn your badge: 

1. Build a scale pioneering model. 
2. Take a lead role in building an outside pioneering project, such as an 

aerial runway or an hourglass tower. 
3. During your project, demonstrate your ability in: 

a. 10 knots, bends or hitches 
b. four lashings 
c. the use of simple blocks and tackle 
d. anchorages for firm and soft ground 
e. understanding the need for supervision in pioneering projects 

4. Demonstrate two whippings and two splices. 

 
 

5. Camouflage Yourself 
There are no badges for this one, but it’s good fun. All you have to do is camouflage yourself and then 
get someone to take a video of yourself as you reveal yourself to the camera. 

Ideally we should not be able to see you before you move, so if you’re going to video yourself make 
sure to include 10-15 seconds before you move, to see if we can spot you. 

You could camouflage yourself as: 

- A bush or small tree 
- A pile of washing 
- A chair or other piece of furniture 
- Part of your camp site 
- A motorbike (!!) 

The difference between camouflage and simply ‘hiding’ is that your 
camouflage should be part of you (i.e. it’s something you’re wearing 
or that is attached to you – when you get up and walk away, your 
camouflage goes with you). 

Don’t forget to share your camouflage photos or videos to the on-
line Camp@Home Facebook Group 

  

https://www.scouts.org.uk/explorers/activity-badges/pioneer/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/DurhamScoutsHomeCamp/


6. Bug Hotel Challenge 
 

 

The Durham Scouts Bug Hotel Challenge is open until the end of May and we’ve already had loads of 
people – young and old – design and build their own bug hotels. 

If you haven’t got around to it yet, Camp@Home may be your ideal opportunity. 

All the details you need at on the Durham Scouts website at 
https://www.durhamscouts.org.uk/events/bug-hotel-challenge/ and you can also join the Durham 
Scouts Bug Hotel Facebook Group to share how you’re getting on with your bug hotel. 

 

7. Make Your Own Soup Can Camp Stove 
Probably one for the older youth members, or parents/carers should help younger members with this 
one. You’ll also need to make sure that you have somewhere safe to make and cook with your soup 
can stove. 

Of course, it doesn’t need to be a soup can – it can be any can, but a steel can is best (a magnet will 
stick to steel – or it will stick to the inside seal of your fridge door). 

These home made stoves don’t need a lot of fuel to work and it’s ideal if you have somewhere you can 
collect twigs and small branches on your daily exercise walk. 

There’s a good tutorial video on YouTube – How to make a Soup Can Stove – but you can adapt the 
ideas as needed. 

 

https://www.durhamscouts.org.uk/events/bug-hotel-challenge/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/DurhamScoutsBugHotelChallenge/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/DurhamScoutsBugHotelChallenge/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=deCzUOZyII8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=deCzUOZyII8


8. Listen to Scout Radio 
Did you know that Scouting in the UK has it’s very own Internet radio station?  

 Scout Radio is organised and run by volunteer members of 
the Scout Radio National Active Support Unit and they 
attend lots of big Scouting events, but also broadcast on 
the Internet. 

You can listen to live, age appropriate music while you’re on Camp@Home or you can catch up with 
previous episodes of Scoutcast, which is a weekly show to help Beavers and Cubs achieve their 
badges whilst they can’t go to their normal meeting night (broadcast live in Tuesday evenings). 

Visit https://scout.radio/ to find out more. 

 

9. Pick a New Idea from SCOUTADELIC 
As well as a #ScoutingAtHome playlist with lots of ideas for things to do while we’re Scouting from 
Home, Scoutadelic also have a playlist of videos which have been edited to give you loads of new 
ideas that you can pick up in just 15 seconds! 

In the Scout Skills in 15 playlist you can learn how to make a ballista, cook welsh cakes or make 
guacamole, make mini boats to sail, make bogies (!!) and exploding rockets. 

You’ll probably need to watch the videos through a few times to take it all in and make notes, and then 
do some research to discover the best way to put some of the ideas in to practice, but there are some 
great ideas for all ages. 

 

10. Make an Origami Crane (or 100 or 1,000 of them)  
Anyone who went to the World Scout Jamboree in Japan will know how to make origami cranes. 

There is a history of origami in Japan and many Scouts already know the story of Sadako Sasiki, who 
made paper cranes before she died after the second world war. 

Once you get the hang of it, you can make a lot of paper cranes pretty quickly, but you’ll need to 
master the technique first and you’ll need to start with a square piece of paper. 

Paper coloured on one side looks great, but you can use any 
reasonable quality paper you have at home (but toilet paper 
or tissue doesn’t work!) 

There are lots of instructional sheets or videos online but 
we’ve found the one overleaf useful because it includes 
pictures and instructions. 

Let’s see who can make the most paper cranes while at 
Camp@Home. 

https://scout.radio/play/live/
https://scout.radio/scoutcast/
https://scout.radio/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLx3eic9hr7-7JUMvOp2-nNLqByFRMG01f
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLx3eic9hr7-5BmR_8TpV2_C3lZOvLymr7
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sadako_Sasaki


 



Badges and Awards 
Many of our activities will count towards badges and awards for our beavers, cubs, scouts and 
explorers.  

While we are Scouting from Home, we are revising or relaxing some of our badge requirements e.g. 
instead of taking part in something as a member of your Six or Patrol, you could complete it with your 
brothers, sisters and/or parents/carers. 

If you do something that counts towards a badge or award please let your section leaders know what 
you’ve done and what badge or award it counts towards. 

Tell them that you did it as part of the Durham Scouts Camp@Home (you might want to share a copy 
of this document with them). It will also be useful if you can provide evidence such as copies of any 
stories, photos or videos you post to the Camp@Home Facebook Group and/or a note you’re your 
parents/carers, explaining what you’ve done. 

This can be emailed to your leader, shared in your section or Group Facebook Group or uploaded via 
Online Scout Manager. 

 

Beavers My Outdoors Challenge Award 
While on Camp@Home, Beaver Scouts should be able to complete many 
different parts of their My Outdoors Challenge Award. 
How to earn your badge: 

1. Go on a sleepover or a camp with other Beavers, and do at least two of 
these: 

a. help put up a tent 
b. collect wood and help to build a fire 
c. cook something on a fire 
d. sing songs around a fire 
e. wash up after dinner 
f. set up your bed and sleeping bag 
g. play a wide game 

2. Learn how to tie three simple knots. 
3. Show that you: 

a. know what to do if someone has an accident 
b. know why it is important to tell an adult when an accident 

happens 
c. can do simple first aid for someone who has a cut or bruise 

4. Take part in an activity using natural things like leaves, bark, twigs, sand 
or rocks. 

5. Point out and name five different types of animal, insect, bird or fish that 
you might find near where you live. 
Find out about the food they eat and the places they might live. 

6. Make something to help animals in the wild. 
It could be a bird box or a bug hotel. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/DurhamScoutsHomeCamp/
https://www.scouts.org.uk/beavers/awards/my-outdoors/


 

Cubs Our Outdoors Challenge Award 
While on Camp@Home, Cub Scouts should be able to complete many 
different parts of their Our Outdoors Challenge Award. 
How to earn your badge: 

1. Take an active part in at least three nights away, on camps or Pack 
holidays (counts as one night) 

2. While you’re away, work with other Cubs to do all of these tasks (can be 
with other members of your family while Scouting from Home): 

a. help to pitch and strike your tent 
b. show that you know how to look after yourself and be safe at 

camp 
c. show that you know how to keep your tent and kit safe, tidy and 

secure 
d. cook a meal with your Six 
e. build a shelter big enough for two Cubs 
f. using bamboo canes, rubber bands or simple lashings complete a 

simple pioneering project or make a camp gadget 
g. learn and follow the Countryside Code 
h. show you know what things you need to do to look after your 

campsite, and that you can put them into practise 
i. show that you know how to treat mild burns, scalds, cuts or 

grazes and make a call to the emergency services 
3. While you’re away, do at least two of these tasks as well: 

a. take part in a wide game 
b. take part in a campfire sing-along or other entertainment 
c. cook a backwoods meal 
d. build a bivouac and sleep in it 
e. care for your personal equipment while at camp 
f. using knots that you’ve learned, make a simple camp gadget, like a 

flagpole 

 
 

  

https://www.scouts.org.uk/cubs/awards/our-outdoors/


 

Scouts Outdoors Challenge Award 
While on Camp@Home, Scouts should be able to complete many different 
parts of their Outdoors Challenge Award. 
How to earn your badge: 

1. Take an active part in at least eight nights away as a Scout. 

Four of the nights should be camping. While you’re away, work with other 
Scouts to complete the other tasks on this list. (counts as one night, 
working with other members of your family) 

2. With others, pitch and strike your tent. 
3. Lead, or help to lead, a group of Scouts to set up a well-organised site. 

It should include sleeping tents, food and equipment stores, a fire or 
stove, kitchen and eating area. 

4. Prepare and light an open fire or set up a suitable stove. 
Use it to prepare, cook and serve a meal safely. 

5. Understand the three points of the Countryside Code. 
Show what action you can take to follow the code. 

6. Find out why personal and campsite hygiene is important. 
What should you do to be hygienic? 

7. Using knots that you have learned, build a simple pioneering project, 
object or camp gadget. 

8. Explore the environment of your camp and make sure you know where 
everything is. 
Respect the environment you are in and, at the end of the camp, leave the 
site as you found it. 

9. Find out what accidents and incidents can happen outdoors or during 
your camp. 
Show how you would deal with them. 

10. Show how to use an axe, saw or knife safely. 
You can choose any or all of these tools. 

11. Complete at least four of these tasks: 
a. Provide a service commitment to the site for about an hour (this 

could be helping at home) 
b. Take part in a wide game. 
c. Take part in a campfire or other entertainment. 
d. Working with others, successfully complete a two-hour activity or 

project (this could be a Camp@Home activity) 
e. Plan a balanced menu for a short camp. 
f. Lead the cooking of a meal for the group. 
g. Show that you know the safety precautions for using lamps and 

stoves. 
h. Cook a backwoods meal with the group. 
i. Build a bivouac and sleep in it. 
j. Show how to pack a rucksack correctly, with appropriate kit for 

the camp or event. 
 

https://www.scouts.org.uk/scouts/awards/outdoor/


 

Nights Away 
All beavers, cubs, scouts and explorer scouts will earn one Night Away for 
attending Camp@Home. 
 
If you would like to camp for more nights, these may count towards more 
Nights Away. 

 

 

What If I Have Questions? 
We’ll start to create a set of frequently asked questions (FAQ) which will update in the Facebook 
Group and on the County website page, but if you have initial questions you can email us on 
info@durhamscouts.org.uk  

 

 

https://www.scouts.org.uk/staged-badges/nights-away/
mailto:info@durhamscouts.org.uk

