SAC NEWS      FEBRUARY 2018
Information for Safeguarding Awareness Co-ordinators and Trainers
YOUNG PEOPLE FIRST – NEW YELLOW CARD
As adult volunteers we have the privilege of bringing fun, challenge and adventure to the lives of over half a million Scouts.  But we know that often, the young people we serve, are facing their own challenges in their everyday lives.  It is our responsibility, as adults in Scouting, to ensure that we are creating safe spaces for young people, where they feel empowered and open to talk about the things that make them feel upset, scared or uncomfortable, both inside and outside Scouting.
To support you in this we will be releasing a new version of Young People First (commonly referred to as the Yellow Card) on 1st March.  A new version of the Orange Card is also available for Young Leaders.  The new cards are easier to carry, easier to understand and make it easier to report your concerns. 
Please note that there are no rule changes but we have made the code of behaviour more succinct and placed a greater emphasis on the shared responsibility we have to report all concerns.  By doing this we create a more open and transparent culture within the Movement where young people feel safe and parents feel confident in sending their children to Scouts.  Further information will go live to the Movement about the new Yellow Card on 12th February.  The new cards will be available to order from Scout Shops from 1st March.  Any cards ordered before that date may result in the old version being delivered.
When the new cards are released you may get questions, concerns or requests for support from groups locally.  We would encourage you to think creatively about how you can champion the new card locally within your County and ensure a smooth transition to the new model.  We will be sending an updated version of the Safeguarding Awareness Training facilitator’s pack to you next month to use, prior to the launch.
If you have any questions or concerns about the new Yellow Card please contact robert.stanex@scouts.org.uk
HEAD OF SAFEGUARDING
In December we said goodbye to Andrew Haley and welcomed Tina Wilson as the new Head of Safeguarding.  Tina comes to us from Suffolk County Council where she was also Head of Safeguarding.   Welcome Tina!
SAFER INTERNET DAY
On Tuesday 6th February 2018 we will be supporting Safer Internet Day.  For more information please visit saferinternetday.org.   For ideas of how you can incorporate online safety into your programme please visit digitalskills.scouts.org.uk.
AIR ACTIVITIES
In last week’s Scouting+ you may have seen information (click here) from the Activities Team about how to ensure air activities are compliant with our Safeguarding policies.  Should you have any questions or receive local concerns regarding air activities please contact robert.stanex@scouts.org.uk.
SAFER SCOUTING
It’s important for young people in Scouting to know what to do in dangerous or difficult situations. Whether it’s discovering a fire or getting lost on a trip, some common principles apply. Take a look at this guidance, including advice for young people on what to do in the event they’re caught up in a terrorist incident. 
COMPASS ROLE
Safeguarding Trainer is now an approved role on Compass.  This is by a drop-down option under the role of County Trainer. Please ensure that Safeguarding Trainers’ records are updated accordingly.
6 MONTHS ON…
Six months on from our Safeguarding Awareness Conference – Creating Safer Spaces we want to revisit the call to action from Safeguarding Committee Member, Gordon Weston, at the closing session.  With this email you should have received an attachment with the key learning outcomes from the conference along with suggestions of how you can implement this locally.  If you have any examples of outstanding practice where you have been able to implement your learning locally we would love to hear from you.
2018 TRAINING
Ahead of a safeguarding training review later this year, we will be piloting some new joint training for SACs / DCs and CCs as well as holding consultations to get your views on safeguarding training.  The first of these events will be in April at Gilwell Park.  Details of this and future training will be announced shortly.
 
